Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; R factor = 0.049; wR factor = 0.107; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.7.
In the title compound, [Ni(C 9 H 7 N 2 O 2 ) 2 (C 2 H 5 OH) 2 ], the Ni II ion is situated on an inversion center and is coordinated by two N and two O atoms from two 2-(1H-benzimidazol-2-yl)acetate (L) ligands and by two O atoms from two ethanol ligands in a distorted octahedral geometry. In the L ligand, the acetate group deviates significantly from the benzimidazole plane, the C-C-C-O(coordinating) torsion angle being 34.2 (5) . In the crystal, O-HÁ Á ÁO and N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link the molecules into a two-dimensional supramolecular network parallel to the bc plane. 
Related literature

Experimental
Crystal data [Ni(C 9 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). et al., 2010; Gao et al., 2011; Guo et al., 2007; Peng et al., 2010) . The main reason is that they have various coordination modes and can form high-dimensional polymers through hydrogen-bonding interactions in the process of self-assembly. In this work, we chose 2-(1H-benzimidazol-2-yl)acetic acid (HL), which contains two N atoms of an imidazole group and one carboxylate group, as the building block to prepare new metal coordination polymers. To date, only three mononuclear complexes based on the HL ligand have been reported (Chen et al.,2010) . In this paper, we report the synthesis and structure of the title compound, (I), obtained by the solvothermal reaction of NiCl 2 and HL ligand.
In (I) ( 
A mixture of NiCl 2 (0.40 mmol), HL (0.40 mmol) and 8 ml C 2 H 5 OH was sealed into a 15 ml Teflon-lined stainless steel autoclave and then heated at 373 K for 72 h under autogenous pressure. After cooling to room temperature at a rate of 2 K /h, green block crystals of the title compound suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained (yield: 35%).
Refinement
C-and N-bound H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model, with C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å, N -H = 0.86 Å and with U iso (H) = 1.2(1.5 for methyl)U eq (C), U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (N). Hydroxy H atoms were located in a difference Fourier map and refined as riding, with O-H = 0.85 Å and U iso (H)= 1.2U eq (O). 
Computing details
Figure 1
The molecular structure of (I) with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
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